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residents.  Did this rezoning happen because the 

TV show “Gold Rush” got local people to sign 

petitions that only asked if they wanted the show 

to continue and not about rezoning? We may 

never know.   

But we do know this!!!  Save South Park’s new 

attorney,  Mark Lacis of Ireland Stapleton Law 

Firm, has finished reviewing the certified records 

from the county for which we paid $4300. He has  

found quite a bit of evidence supporting our case.  

A discussion of some of the arguments follows. If 

you want to read the entire document, please go 

here to our website savesouthparkco.org. The 

arguments are as follows: 

1-The BOCC abused its rights when it violated the 

Colorado Open Meetings Law and our rights to 

due process without public deliberation or 

consideration.  To put it bluntly, it was done in 

secret.   2-The BOCC should not have even acted 

on the rezoning application as it was incomplete. 

3-Our lawyer contends that the area was “spot 

zoned” which is not permitted under Colorado 

Law. Spot zoning occurs when a small parcel of 

land is carved out of land that is classified for a  

totally different use from that of the surrounding 

area. It almost always benefits the owner of such 

property and is to the detriment to other land 

owners.  Three sides of the rezoned section are 

residential or open space.  4-The BOCC ignored 

undisputed evidence that mining is incompatible 

with the physical, geological, and environmental 

conditions of the property. 

Thank you Mark and team!!  SSP shall see what 

the defense offers as a response within the next 

month.    

This is critical.  If this zoning decision 

is allowed to stand, it will set a 

precedent that will make any 

residential land vulnerable to being 

rezoned to mining.  It might not matter 

to you now, but wait until it is 

happening in your backyard.     

“This is a case that 

began with a brazen 

zoning violation and 

ended with the County 

government blessing 

that zoning violation 

through an incomplete 

and apparently secret 

process that culminated 

in unlawful spot zoning.”   

-Attorney for Save South Park 

referencing the  rezoning of 28 acres 

from residential to mining.  
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We Want the Old Switcharoo - Reverse 
the Rezoning! 

We are persevering in our battle to overturn the 

decision by the Board of County Commissioners 

(BOCC) to rezone approximately 28 acres of 

residential to mining just north of Fairplay, which 

was approved last August.  Many people who live 

around the perimeter of the rezoned area are not 

happy with the plans which will uproot trees, build 

a processing plant on the edge of the 

neighborhood near the intersection of Busch Run 

and Platte Drive and benefit one out-of-county 

company at the expense of many long term 

Please Donate to help us 

with legal fees. Every 

little bit helps. Go to 

Savesouthparkco.org 

savesouthparkco.org
Savesouthparkco.org
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above and below the mines north of Fairplay.  

Among a variety of measurements, they will test 

for salts, pH, and heavy metals, including two 

types of mercury.   Water sampling will occur in 

the spring, summer, and fall at nine locations 

above and below active and abandoned mines.   

The work will be completed by CUSP and the 

Colorado Geological Survey (CGS).  They will 

collaborate with other agencies as well.   

What a great step for our community! 

 

 

Town Hall Informational 

Meeting for 

Responsible Mining –

All Welcome 

 

Sponsored by Save South Park, this meeting will 

take place Thursday, June 21 from 6:30-8:30 at 

the Alma Town Hall.  Concerned citizens of Save 

South Park will be on hand to facilitate an 

informational gathering for our community on the 

current state of mine operations in our area. Our 

goal for the evening is to open lines of 

communication through question/answer sessions 

with the public, as well as, clarify both current and 

future states of the mining industry in South Park. 

We understand that mining is an important part of 

the heritage and economy of South Park. It is not 

and has never been our intention to shut down or 

otherwise impact the operations of local mine 

operators that have been good neighbors and 

strive to operate responsibly. However, we have a 

keen interest in ensuring that these operations do 

not negatively impact our property rights, health, 

and safety due to a failure to understand or 

accept our concerns. We hope you’ll join us in 

helping build this proactive and unified vision for 

the future of our community and its surrounding 

environment. See more information on our 

website. 

“A drop of water is worth 

more than a sack of gold 

to a thirsty man.” 
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         Water Testing is Happening! 

Last month the BOCC approved an 

important project proposed by the Coalition 

of the Upper South Platte (CUSP), which 

involves a strategic watershed monitoring 

plan to address mining impacts on the 

Middle Fork of the South Platte River.  Sites 

being monitored include tributaries of the 

Middle Fork such as Mosquito, 

Sacramento, and Buckskin Creeks as well 

as sites on the Middle Fork above Alma and Mining on the Middle Fork of the South Platte just north of 

Fairplay, Fall 2017. Photo by Michael Ascher . 

 

“The way to change the 

world is through individ-

ual responsibility and 

taking local action in 

your own community.“ 

-Jeff Bridges 
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altitude.  Not just anyone can live and work two 

miles above sea level.  Well, friends, you can do 

your own web surfing to find out the truth.   Many 

of us are just happy they are gone and hopefully 

not coming back.     

Yes, they spent some money in local businesses 

and yes, they ….well, hmmm, what else?  I’m not 

sure.  There were at times that I did see a car on 

the side of the road and an individual with 

binoculars looking for the famous (or infamous) 

Todd Hoffman.   I guess that could be construed 

as tourism.   And please know, I am happy for the 

businesses that say they benefited from Gold 

Rush’s short stint in this community.  I really am, 

as many are my friends and neighbors.  But, at 

what expense?  Then, when the Gold Rush and 

its crew started encouraging people to sign 

petitions to support the continuation of the TV 

show in our community and the expansion of 

mining into residential by being deceitful, ie. 

stating the expansion was going to be compatible 

with residents...well, that just got my hackles up.    

So, I will personally toast to the fact they are gone 

and if they decide to return, I know just what to 

do...I am going to buy a Mrs Sasquatch costume.  

Grrrrr! 

 

Psst...Did You Hear About IRMA? 

Say what?  Oh, no, we are not gossiping.  IRMA 

is not a “who” but a “what” that stands for Initiative 

for Responsible Mining Assurance.  Its mission is 

to establish best practice standards that improve 

the environmental and social performance of 

mining operations as well as a system to 

independently verify compliance with those 

standards.   SSP would like to see our local mines 

consider the benefits of becoming IRMA certified.  
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Who Crushed the Rush? 

By Wendy Kerner 

I have wanted to say that for so long!  Did 

Sasquatch and Ellwood scare Gold Rush away or 

was it those “No Gold Rush” stickers that kept 

popping up on cars and road signs, or was it the 

fact that Todd just didn’t get enough gold.  All of 

that disemboweling of the earth did not provide 

enough to satisfy the Hoffmans?   We may never 

know the truth.  Golly, it may have been the 

“The Initiative for 

Responsible Mining 

Assurance (IRMA) 

envisions a world where 

the mining industry not 

only respects the human 

rights and aspirations of 

affected communities, but 

also provides safe, 

healthy and supportive 

workplaces, minimizes 

harm to the environment, 

and leaves positive 

legacies.” 

-IRMA Website 

We love  

volunteers! 

Please contact us 

if you’d like to join 

our team. 
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Minera Yanachoca, a subsidiary of Newmont, runs this open pit mine 

near Cajamarca City. (Deepa Fernandes/GlobalPost Investigations) 
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Passionate in Peru 

On a final note, please consider checking out this report on a 

Peruvian grandmother fighting a giant US corporation, 

Newmont Mining.  This lady has grit and at the very least 

deserves credit for her perseverance and dedication to the land 

she is trying so hard to protect.  See some of her quotes below.  

How eloquent, yet she neither reads or writes.  For the full 

article see the link below: 

https://gpinvestigations.pri.org/a-us-corporation-wants-to-raze-a

-gold-rich-mountain-in-peru-this-grandma-stands-in-its-way-

8a7e24d5f35d 

There are people who don’t 

value nature. They don’t value 

what God gave us. There are 

people who only want economic 

power and money and they 

don’t care about life. They don’t 

think about their kids or 

grandkids.”  

 

“When they take the gold from 

our lands, it costs us a lot; a lot 

of suffering. I don’t think they will 

see their gold as precious when 

they know that, for us, it’s our 

tears. It’s our blood. It’s hunger 

and suffering. All to get the gold.  

That is what I want people to 

know, so that they think about 

what is happening to us when 

they buy their gold. Because we 

would not do this kind of harm to 

them.”  

~ Máxima Acuña-Atalaya de 

Chaupe 

THANK YOU to all of you who came to our fundraiser at the Riverwalk and 
have donated time and money to our cause.   
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